Texas Association of Student Councils
Terms for New Advisors
	StuCo:
	The abbreviation often used for Student Council



	TASC:
	Texas Association of Student Councils; largest state student council organization in the country’ organized in 1937.  www.tasconline.org 

	TASSP:
	Texas Association of Secondary School Principals; more than 5,000 Texas principals and assistant principals are members of TASSP, sponsoring organization of TASC; organizations share staff and an office

	NASC
	National Association of Student Councils www.nasc.org 

	SASC
	Southern Association of Student Councils www.sascschools.org 

	ADVISOR RESOURCE 
GUIDE:
	Annual online publication provided to each member school when dues are processed; includes specific information for the current year (dates, contacts, etc.), general information about student council organization, and current forms and applications

	DISTRICTS:

	TASC is divided into 19 geographical regions, called “districts;”  this is not the same as your school district, TASC districts do not align with Region Service Centers; this number and grouping is unique to TASC.  Three of the districts have separate middle level associations.

	DISTRICT PRESIDENT:
	Each TASC District is led by elected officer schools represented by the advisor and student; the contact person for individual districts is the advisor of the president school

	DISTRICT COORDINATOR:
	Each district also has a District Coordinator; this is a person with experience in TASC and in the specific district who provides leadership and support for advisors in the district 

	REPORT 
FORMS:

	5 formal project report forms that can be completed each year; submitted and verified at the TASC district level; areas are: Outstanding Student Council, Pride & Patriotism, DASH, Energy & Environment, Community Service; schools achieving a set number of points in each or any of these areas are recognized with awards from TASC; report forms also serve as a “road map” that provide standards for effective student councils

	STATE SERVICE PROJECT(S):
	Each year the state board selects one service project as a focus for the organization. Additionally a number of programs have been designated as state endorsed programs (check the website for the complete list); points can be earned toward the Outstanding Student Council designation by participating in projects with these groups.

	D.A.S.H.:
	Drugs, Alcohol, Safety, Health Awareness; a recommended StuCo committee; one of the 5 project report form areas; encourages and recognizes projects in the noted areas

	E & E:

	Energy and Environment; a recommended StuCo committee; one of the 5 project report form areas; encourages and recognizes projects in noted areas

	COMMUNITY SERVICE
	Community Service is a project report form.  Points are not given in this area, but documentation of hours, donations, etc. is a valuable PR tool.

	P & P
	Pride and Patriotism, a recommended StuCo committee; one of the 5 project report form areas, encourages and recognizes projects that emphasize individual, school, local, state, national, and cultural/world pride

	SWEEPSTAKES
	If a council earns recognition in Outstanding, P&P, E&E, DASH, and submits a Community Service Report, the council earns the coveted Sweepstakes Award.

	GOING TO
“STATE”:

	Refers to the State Annual Conference(s); there are separate conferences for middle level schools (November) and high schools (April); all member schools are eligible to attend the appropriate event; number of delegates allowed varies; advisors are required to attend with their students and pay registration.  NJHS advisers and members may attend the ML Conference.

	SUMMER LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP:
	TASC conducts a number of 4 night summer workshops for student councils at various college campus around the state each summer for middle level and high school students and one day workshops for middle level students either during the summer or the school year; council members and advisors are trained by professional educators; all workshops follow a specific curriculum designed to develop student council effectiveness and individual leadership skills; separate workshops for high school and middle level); dates and locations will be available in January. NJHS members and advisers may attend ML workshops.

	DIRECTOR:

	Usually related to summer workshops; this is the person who handles specific workshop logistics

	CONSULTANT:
	Usually related to summer workshops; this is the person who handles delivery of workshop training and curriculum

	JC
	Student leadership position at leadership workshops; students must apply for this position.

	WORKSHOP STAFF
	Each workshop has a certain number of adult staff members.  Approval to be on staff is given by the workshop director.  Those on staff receive complimentary registration.

	ADVANCED
	Students who have attended a previous summer leadership workshop and attend again may be referred to as “advanced” or “repeaters.”  Also TASC hosts two Advanced Leadership Workshops in January and February.  They are sometimes referred to just as Advanced.  The two workshops are often called Mo or Lakeview based on their location. Members who are very active and who have not attended a summer workshop may attend Lakeview.

	ADVISORS WORKSHOP
	Two day workshop held each September with keynote speakers, breakout sessions, table talks, and specialized training for student council advisors and honor society advisers.  Advisors who present breakouts may receive complimentary registration.

	STUDENT LEADERSHIP COURSE CURRICULUM ACADEMY
	TASC/TASSP sponsors a student leadership class approved by TEA for state credit.  TASC hosts training for teachers of that class.

	BOARD
	HS officer schools (student representative and advisor), elected ML and HS advisors, and TASSP representatives make up the TASC State Board of Directors.  Each district has a board as well.

	CONFERENCE COORDINATOR SCHOOL (HOST)
	Councils may apply to host either the high school or the middle level annual conference.  

	TOP VIDEO PROJECT
	Videos may be submitted by middle level or high school councils to be considered for state awards.

	TOP TEN/FIVE PROJECTS
	Outstanding projects may be submitted by middle level and high school councils to be considered for the Top Ten/FIVE Projects award.

	RUNNING FOR STATE
	High school councils may “run” for state office by filing and conducting a campaign.  

	STATE THEME 
	Each year attendees at the State Steering Committee Retreat recommend a theme.  The Board makes final approval.

	STATE INITIATIVES
	Attendees at the State Steering Committee Retreat suggest state needs to the Board.  The Board selects strategic initiatives and makes plans to meet goals each year.

	TASC STATE STEERING COMMITTEE RETREAT
	Each June the state officer students and advisors, district presidents (student and advisor), and district coordinators gather to train and to talk about a state theme, a state project, and to do leadership training.
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