WELCOME TO THE 2018 MIDDLE LEVEL STATE ANNUAL CONFERENCE

STUDENT SUPERVISION & SAFETY

· Advisors must supervise their students at all times during the conference.

· [image: image1.wmf]All advisors and adult chaperones are needed for supervision during the dance/movie/service project..

· Anyone seeking admission to any conference activities must have a TASC name badge and wrist band.

· Please note the dress code which was on registration materials and is in the program:  no shorts, no hats, and all shirts/dresses must have sleeves.

REGISTRATION MATERIALS

· Please review all information in your school registration packet.

· In each student conference bag there will be 1 program, 1 name badge, 1 name badge holder, one exhibit card (for door prizes), and an activity sheet which can also be used for door prizes. Markers are available for each participant to make a name badge, which should include the participant’s name, school name and city.  Each person registered will be given a wrist band.  
· There is a separate bag for the primary advisor.  It will include a CPE sheet, an exhibit card for door prizes, and other forms..  If you need additional copies of those forms, you can get them at the TASC book store.
· T-shirts:  A complimentary conference t-shirt is provided to delegates from schools with registrations by the pre-registration deadline. We encourage schools to register before the deadline to ensure receiving t-shirts next year.

· Advisors have been given a list of sessions and a form on which to assign students to sessions.  Please assign students carefully to ensure that they cover as many sessions as possible.  It is strongly recommended that you ask them to bring handouts/notes back to you from the meetings.  (There are note pages in the program.)  Be sure to assign sessions ahead of time and help students understand where their session room is located. Do not send all your students to the same sessions, When all chairs are filled, student should select another session.
ADVISOR MEETINGS

· At least one advisor from each school registered should attend a meeting on Friday evening with TASC and hotel staff at 6:25-7:05 p.m. in the Veramendi C/D Room.

· Please see your program for additional advisor sessions and advisor hospitality.  
· Most of the advisor meetings, other than the 6:25 meeting on Friday, are optional.  Feel free to attend any of the discussion groups if you prefer. During the TASC Business Meeting, there will be an opportunity for all NJHS advisers to network.  Voting for the Board of Directors position will occur in the Business Meeting the years there is an open position.
· Please stop by the TASC Welcome Booth today to get your district ribbon if you are a student council advisor and a star for your name badge if you are a new student council or NJHS advisor.
CONFERENCE DANCE

· Once at the dance/movie, students may not leave the area until 11:30 p.m. unless accompanied by their school advisor. Please ensure your students understand this.

· During the dance, light refreshments for advisors will be in the Veramendi A Room. 

· A movie will be shown as an alternative to the dance in the Veramendi CD Room.  Students are asked to use the back door only and not to come and go during the movie. The service project will be in Veramendi B.
· There is an optional Q&A scheduled for new advisors during the dance in Chautauqua A. Those of you new to TASC or NJHS or to this conference will find this extremely beneficial.

· Again, all adults in attendance are asked to chaperone during the dance/movie/service project.

ITEMS TO NOTE FOR STUDENTS
· Marshall JH, our conference host, has arranged a “DIY” photo booth with props which will be open during registration and during the dance.  Students may pose and have pictures taken with their own phones/cameras.  They have other activities for students as well.  

· Caffeinas will be open during the dance and movie.  TASC will provide lemonade and water for students.

CONFERENCE CURFEW & HOTEL BEHAVIOR

· Please be sure your students are in their rooms, with lights out and quiet by 12:00 midnight on Friday. Since this is the first such trip for many of these students, they may need a little extra guidance along these lines. 

· Students should not leave the hotel unless accompanied by an advisor.

· Any damage to hotel property is the responsibility of the individual and school.

· Students are not to wear pajamas to breakfast on Saturday morning.

· Please be observant of hotel checkout time, behavior in halls and elevator, and noise.
Door Prizes

· Both advisors and students have opportunities to win door prizes.  There are cards which can be stamped by exhibitors as well as an activity sheet for students.  Those must be submitted to the registration booth no later than noon on Day Two of the conference.  Please take time to explain those sheets to your students.
MEALS

· Meals are not included in your conference registration; you will be on your own for dinner on Friday and breakfast (if not staying at the Embassy Suites) and lunch on Saturday. 

· Lunches will be available for purchase at the Embassy Suites Hotel in the restaurant and at Caffeina’s Marketplace Café.  (It is recommended that you order in advance.) Microwaves and mini-fridges are available in Embassy Suites rooms.
· It is strongly recommended that you arrange with your students in advance where and when to meet you for lunch Saturday as you have a limited amount of time for this.  If you choose to pick up food for your students, they may eat in the hotel.
· If you order food to be delivered, be sure the delivery person has a cell phone number for you and a place to find you.
TASC BOOKSTORE

· The bookstore has resources that advisor will find valuable for their councils and their chapters as well as their classrooms.  In addition to the regular book store, TASC has items for students.  Items for sale include the following:

· TASC Membership Cards





· TASC Seals







· TASC Shirts





· TASC pins






· TASC Phone Pockets





· TASC patches






· We do have a new curriculum supplement for the Student Leadership Class.  It is a book of class lessons and activities.  Many lessons can be adapted for content area classes.

· We have a limited number of books for sale here.  There is a list of everything we carry.  Other items can be ordered.  However, there will be a shipping fee.
TASC DRESS CODE (Policy adopted 2015)
· TASC requires that all students and adults participating in a TASC conference or workshop dress appropriately for a school-based activity.  
· Jeans/pants and t-shirts are highly encouraged as the primary dress.

· Shorts are NOT permitted at TASC conferences or workshops held during the school year.

· Shorts are permitted at summer programs but must be no shorter than three inches above the TOP of the kneecap.

· Skirts/dresses are permitted at all events but must be no shorter than three inches above the TOP of the kneecap.

· All tops must have sleeves. Tops/dresses at any state TASC event may not be strapless or have spaghetti straps, and no undergarments can be visible.

· Caps or hats are not to be worn when inside a building.

· This dress code may be modified for performers at TASC events. Costumes must be approved by a conference committee.

·  TASC/TASC Districts retain the right to enforce a specified dress code for events outside the TASC state calendar.

It is always the responsibility of the hometown advisor to be the primary monitor of student dress. When necessary, workshop staff will address issues of inappropriate dress on an individual basis.  If staff determines that dress is in violation of policy, then the student/advisor will be expected to comply with the request to correct the issue.
Door Prizes:  We will text winners.  We will also post names of winners at the book store.  Prizes must be collected at the bookstore prior to the last general session.
Press Release

· You can find a press release for the ML Conference under the Resource Tab on the website.

General Sessions
· We have a strong program planned.  We will conclude no later than 4:30 on Day Two.  Please remain for the entire second general session.

If any emergencies arise, Terry Hamm, TASC Director, is staying at the Embassy Suites Hotel. The front desk operator can connect you to her room.  Emergency medical facilities are posted on the website. 
Now What:  Please use “Now What?” page provided in your packet with your student group to extend learning from this conference. Consider having each student prepare an elevator speech as well. 
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Thank you for attending and for your dedication to and support of student leadership.   Our schools, our communities, and our state are better because of your efforts.
