








               BEACONS OF OUR TIME 
                            SAN AUGUSTINE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL 

 

 

 
 

1. To honor and highlight students, teachers, administrators, and board members who passed 
through the halls, classrooms and activities of San Augustine Independent School District 
(SAISD) campuses 

 
2. To honor and highlight local businesses, organizations and community members that have 

consistently supported SAISD 
 

3. To provide practical assistance to the expansion of the High School/Middle School campus via 
lighting 

 
4. To “light the way” for current and future generations who pass through the school system 

 
  

 

 

The San Augustine High School Student Council was excited about the expansion of our High 
School/Middle School campus.  With the degree of change underway, StuCo came up with the idea of 
antique lamp posts – beacons – installed in prominent areas such as major walkways and sitting areas on 
all campuses.  Each lamp post would host a brass name plate with information about the donor – names, 
position, years of attendance, etc. 
 
The idea literally exploded via word of mouth.  The idea of antique lamp posts lighting the campuses of 
San Augustine, the oldest Anglo-Saxon settlement in Texas, created a boost in community pride.  
Everyone wanted to be involved.  The support was such that over 55 lamps were purchased at a cost of 
$600 each, a hefty price in today’s economy.  SAISD’s next major improvement comes in the form of a 
new athletic complex and band hall.  These, too, will be lit with the antique lamp posts. 
 
 
 
 

 
 Student Council – The council participated with the planning efforts related to positioning lighting 

and landscaping.  The Contractor of the building project also discussed wiring requirements and 
concerns with the council. 

 
 Student Council Members - All members were charged with coming up with names of potential 

donors.  When the brass plates arrived, StuCo members attached them to the antique lamps.  
StuCo members also participated in presentations given to local civic organizations. 

 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

DESCRIPTION OF SUPPORT 



               BEACONS OF OUR TIME 
                            SAN AUGUSTINE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL 

 

 Other School Organizations – Member of other school organizations where actively involved 
with the promotion of the project, as well assisting with installing the brass plates, when they 
arrived. 

 
 Faculty – Faculty members were encouraged to donate a lamp themselves or, perhaps, join 

family members in purchasing a lamp.  Faculty members voluntarily promoted the project to other 
organizations and participated in the sales effort. 
 

 Community Organizations – Civic club such as the Lions Club or Rotary Club hosted StuCo 
members in presenting project information at their weekly meetings.  The local Chamber of 
Commerce hosted StuCo students at one of their weekly business meetings.  Churches also 
allowed presentations at their facilities.  The local newspaper provided space for articles about 
the project.  This advertisement was critical in that numerous past students continue to subscribe 
to the San Augustine Tribune.  Thus, “word of mouth” extended to points well outside the local 
area. 

 
 

 
 
 
Now, as community members take their evening walks on the sidewalks around the new campus, their 
way is lit by attractive lamps.  They can be further entertained by pausing to read the names of those who 
loved and continue to love the schools of SAISD so much that they wanted a reminder to mark their 
support. 
 
Civic pride in and support of the San Augustine schools have visibly increased.  Community members 
want to come by and tour the new facilities; they want to find “their lamp” and see those donated by 
friends and other community members.  People are talking about SAISD in a way that, at times, has been 
absent – they are proud of their schools!  They are proud of its accomplishments, proud of the new 
campus and proud of the future athletic and music facilities.  That pride is evidenced physically in the 
presence of these beautiful antique lamp posts – these “Beacons of Our Time.” 
 
 

OVERALL PROJECT RESULTS 









































2013 Top Ten Project Entry 
John Jay High School Student Council 

District 15 
 
 

Name of Project: 
 The “We Will” Project: Our Wounded Warriors 
 
 
Purpose & Objective: 
 The main goal of our school and community project was to give back to citizens that we see as 
some of the most deserving, our local Wounded Warriors.  We are lucky to live in a city that has a large 
treatment center for our military men and women who have sustained injuries while serving our 
country.  For many that come to San Antonio for treatment, they are away from home, family, and 
friends who would normally provide support and comfort.  We decided as a council that we wanted to 
do something to show support for the men and women who have sustained life-changing injuries while 
protecting our freedoms.  We wanted to get our community involved in recognizing these brave men 
and women for their service and sacrifice.  We also wanted to ensure that any event our warriors were 
attending would accommodate any restrictions that they may have to deal with due to their injuries.  
Our council ultimately wanted to work with our school groups and local community to provide our 
Wounded Warriors with an evening away from the hospital and treatment setting and to enjoy a night 
of fun and relaxation.  We also wanted to ensure that they were able to participate in an activity to 
which they could all relate. 
 
 
Brief Description: 
 In order to meet our council goal, our school and community came together as one and planned 
a Friday night football game experience for the Wounded Warriors.  The goal for us was to make this 
game not just another ordinary football game but to make it an extraordinary football game experience 
for them.  Warriors were picked up and driven by school bus to our football stadium, and then escorted 
through the stadium gates to a reserved area at the 50 yard line of the football field.  After our guests 
were settled in, they were invited by the Vice-President of our school board to accompany him onto the 
field to take part in the pre-game coin toss.  While on field, they were recognized over the public 
address system and received a standing ovation by the entire stadium for their service and sacrifice.  
Along with the on-field recognition, the pre-game “thought” that evening was dedicated to the 
courageous actions both on and off the field of our Wounded Warriors.  Our soldiers were escorted off 
the field and back to their seats where they were met by members of our council who were available all 
game long to attend to their needs.  Keeping our football fans appetite under control was a task 
assigned to some of our council members.  The Wounded Warriors were treated during the game to an 
all you can eat buffet of football concession snacks, including hot dogs, pretzels, chips, Chick-Fil-A 
sandwiches, and sodas.   Many organizations came together to ensure that our Warriors were showered 
with John Jay memorabilia from the night.  They were given gifts which included school t-shirts, 
megaphones, pompoms, spirit beads, and even a poster designed in their honor which was the insert for 
the football program.  The soldiers were able to enjoy the game on the front row of the stadium, and 
were then escorted back to the treatment center where they were staying to continue their treatment.   
 
 
Description of Involvement: 

a) Student Council – Our council’s job was to recruit organizations, clubs, and community 
members to get them involved in this project.  Our StuCo was in charge of contacting the 
treatment facility to get approval for our project, and then to get information about our 
event out to any interested Wounded Warriors.  We also were in charge of finding out what 



type of physical restrictions our Warriors might have so that proper accommodations could 
be made for everyone who wanted to attend.  We had to coordinate with each group 
wanting to participate to provide information about the project and what types of help we 
needed.  On the night of the event, StuCo was in charge of ensuring our honored guests 
were comfortable and were not in need of anything.   

 
b) Other students – In a great showing of support, our campus students and staff joined us at 

the game, and helped to recognize and honor our guests.  We had great student game 
attendance for this football game and many came by to shake the hands of our Wounded 
Warrior guests. 

 
c) Other organizations – We had many other campus clubs and organizations eager to become 

involved. These included our Cheerleaders, Football Team, Band, National Honor Society, 
and our Air Force JROTC.  When contacted about the event, our cheer group immediately 
said “We Will” help. They dedicated the program for the night to our guests, and printed a 
special insert in our football program that recognized them.  Throughout the game our 
cheerleaders supported and recognized not only our football team, but also the team of 
soldiers that were our special guests.  Our football organization also said yes “We Will” help.  
They were of huge assistance in spreading the word about our event and made it a point to 
show our soldiers how much they appreciated the sacrifices that they had made.  Before the 
game, many of our players showed their appreciation by taking the time to shake the hands 
of all the Wounded Warriors that were in attendance.  Our Band said “We Will” help, and 
reached out to get booster members involved.  Our NHS said “We Will” help and became an 
important part of the project.  They worked to get the word out about the project, raising 
money for the event, and being in attendance at the game.  Our AFJROTC said “We Will” 
help and had over 300 students in JROTC come out to support our soldiers and show their 
admiration for the sacrifices our soldiers have made.  Each organization responded to our 
call for help with a very eager “We Will” help. 
 

d) Faculty – All faculty on our campus were eager to assist in this event.  They supported our 
project, and our administrators, teachers, and support staff were vital for allowing this 
event to happen.   Each employee worked to spread the work about the event, and came 
through with a loud “We Will” also help and a great turn out of families and friends to 
support our Warriors. 

 
e) Community – We enlisted the help of our spirit booster parents to welcome our guests and 

they also were eager to say yes “We Will” help.  They provided many John Jay gifts for our 
soldiers like shirts, cups, bracelets, spirit beads, and megaphones.  They also showed their 
appreciation to our soldiers by shaking the hand of each of our Wounded Warriors in 
attendance and personally offering them a thank you.  Our school board also said “We Will” 
help with the event, and invited our warriors out onto the field for the pre-game coin toss.  
Our school board Vice-President was in attendance to personally recognize and thank our 
guests, and he made it a point to spend some time talking to our Wounded Warriors.  Our 
district athletic department said “We Will” help also, and donated reserve game tickets so 
that each of the Warriors in attendance was admitted free of charge.  Our school district 
also got in on the project and said “We Will” help by providing bus transportation free of 
charge to our StuCo to transport our heroes.  
 
 
 





                      Northside Independent School District 
                                         John Jay High School 
                                                                            7611 Marbach Road 
                                                                    San Antonio, TX  78227-1608 
                                                                                  210-397-2700 
Robert Harris                                                                                                                                  Brian T. Woods, Ed.D. 
Principal                                      Superintendent 
 

 

 

Dear Committee Member,  

 I am writing about the Wounded Warrior Community Project performed by the 

John Jay High School Student Council on October 2012. The community and school 

came together at this wonderful event to acknowledge the local wounded warriors from 

Ft. Sam Houston SAMC. The student council worked over many hours to make this event 

happen.  The students also chaperoned the local wounded warriors at the football game. It 

was apparent that the students and the local wounded warriors both benefitted from each 

other at this event.  They were able to spend time together in conversation, and enjoy the 

game.  The Wounded Warrior Community Project also helped the community at large to 

acknowledge the local wounded warriors commitment and sacrifice for our freedom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan Sweet  
(210)397-3157 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 





























































TEXTING AND DRIVING 

 

No text is worth dying for! 

The purpose of this project was to raise awareness and commitment from our junior high 
students and parents as well as community members about the dangers of texting and driving.  
We used the “It Can Wait” tool kit put out by the AT&T Company.  AT&T began an anti-texting 
and driving campaign to put an end to texting and driving.  Our goal is to save lives and make 
texting and driving as unacceptable as drinking and driving.   

We began making announcements about the dangers of texting and driving over the school PA 
system.  Announcements with different facts, statistics, and information were made each day 
during the project to prepare students and adults to take a stand.   

On pledge day, STUCO presented “The Last Text” video.  It is a documentary that features real 
stories where lives have been drastically altered – or even ended – because of texting while 
driving.  Students and teachers discussed the issue in class and handouts were given to take 
home.   

Four different handouts were given to every student at different stages of the project.  
Everyone on campus watched “The Last Text” and discussions were held in class.  STUCO 
members hosted a duck pond at a community celebration involving police officers, cub scouts, 
students, parents, community members, and other interested parties where flyers were 
handed out to every person attending the event. 

At the conclusion of the project, students were given a pledge form to take home and get their 
parents to sign that stated they pledge to not text and drive.  The project was passed up to the 
High School level students and adults for consideration. 

Taft Junior High has 50 Student Council members involved in the Texting and Driving project.  
Every member was involved in this project and included all of our National Junior Honor Society 
members.  Student members were in charge of making posters, handing out flyers, conducting 
the pledge drive, hosting the duck pond, placing flyers on vehicles, and presenting information 
to other students, faculty members, community members, and parents. 

The documentary video was shown to students and faculty alike and then staff members were 
encouraged to discuss the video and information during class.  Informational flyers were given 
out at the Police Grand Opening to reach community members in Taft.  The cub scouts, police 
officers, faculty members, NJHS members, student body, and STUCO members all worked 



together to reach out to students, parents, and community members and help save lives.  All 
groups helped pass out forms, flyers, and information at different time periods of the project. 

The project ran about three weeks.  We had help from the police, cub scouts, parents, teachers, 
students, and other community members.  In total, we probably had about 500 people that had 
some part in spreading the word.  And, we informed an estimated 1,500 different people about 
the dangers of texting and driving. 





















 

 

 



 

 

 



Cushing High School Student Council 
TOP TEN PROJECT 
IMPACT Cushing 
 
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 
To par. cipate in an integrated project that would involve student body, faculty 
and staff, local churches, community volunteers and community people in need.    
 
DESCRIPTION 
A meeting was held at Cushing ISD November 12, 2012, at 8:00 am to split into 7 
groups and assign projects.  Student Council President Kajal Patel explained how 
Student Council was involved in Community Service projects that were submitted 
to state. Local churches teamed up with Cushing ISD administrators, faculty, staff, 
Student Council officers and representatives, and other non‐member students to 
support our community members.  They wanted to be of service and make a 
positive impact on people in need.  Work teams went to homes to help out in any 
way needed.  They cleaned houses, raked and mowed yards, built fences, tore 
down old building, cleaned flower beds, and even attached a building to a house 
to make an extra room for grandchildren living with grandparents. Student Council 
members helped insulate the building. After the work day, everyone met back at 
CISD, shared their experiences, and food was served.  Some projects took more 
than one day so several groups continued to work for 3‐4 days in order to 
complete the projects. A PowerPoint presentation was made to document the 
work and activities that happened during the work days.  If that type of service 
doesn’t make an “IMPACT” ‐ nothing will.   CD’s were made and distributed to 
those who participated. 

INVOLVEMENT 
Cushing ISD Faculty and Staff – Supervised a group and worked 

Cushing Student Council – Kajal Patel explained what the Student Council 
Community Service goal and objectives were at meeting. Officers and reps were 
assigned to a work group. Cushing Junior High and High School Students were 
assigned to a work group 

Community Church Members:  McKnight , Cushing United Methodist, New Faith, 
and First Baptist – Adults supervised and worked,  and students were assigned to 
a work group.  



 



2013 TOP TEN PROJECTS AWARD 
 

Each year, TASC recognizes the 10 most outstanding projects performed by local councils. Student councils may submit their best 
projects using the format outlined below. Submissions will be judged by a committee chaired by the TASC Parliamentarian school. 
This competition is open to all member schools (high school and middle level). 

 

ENTRY RULES FOR COMPETITION 
  1.  Entries must have the required coversheet provided (see attached). Electronic submissions are preferred. 
  2.  The entry should follow the format below, not exceeding two 8.5x11 pages, typed, one side only in addition to the cover 

sheet. 
  NAME of project 
  PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES (What were you trying to accomplish with the project?) 
  BRIEF DESCRIPTION of the activities 
  DESCRIPTION OF INVOLVEMENT with: 
    a)  student council members 
    b)  other students 
    c)  other organizations 
    d)  faculty 
    e)  community 
  3.  The entry must be accompanied by a signed evaluation by a least one teacher, administrator, or other staff member, other 

than the student council advisor. If E‐mailing entry, please scan evaluation page and include all in one document. 
  4.  The entry may include up to five photographs.  If photos are included, secure to separate sheet(s) and label.  Photo page(s) 

will not be included in the two page limit. If E‐mailing entry, please scan each page and include all in one document. 
  5.  Schools may submit only one Top Ten Project entry per year. 
  6.  All entries should be sent to the TASC office via E‐Mail or postmarked no later than February 6, 2013. 
  7.  Additional attachments are NOT accepted. 

 
JUDGING CRITERIA: 

  1.  How well does the project meet objectives? .............................................................................................. 0‐10 
  2.  Amount of involvement in preparation with: 
    a)  the council .............................................................................................................................................. 0‐10 
    b)  the student(s) ......................................................................................................................................... 0‐10 
    c)  other school organizations ...................................................................................................................... 0‐10 
    d)  teachers .................................................................................................................................................. 0‐10 
    e)  community .............................................................................................................................................. 0‐10 
  3.  Originality of project idea ............................................................................................................................ 0‐50 
  4.  Overall results and success from the standpoint of: 
    a) student body participation/reaction ....................................................................................................... 0‐10 
    b) faculty/community participation/reaction .............................................................................................. 0‐10 
  5.  Consideration of the circumstances of the project as it relates 
    to the size of the school and/or community. .............................................................................................. 0‐10 
  6.  Evaluation(s) received ................................................................................................................................. 0‐10 
 

    TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS   150 
 
 

SUBMIT TOP TEN ENTRIES TO TASC, 1833 SOUTH IH 35, AUSTIN TX 78741 
POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 6, 2013. Or emailed to receptionist@tassp.org 



 

2012 TASC TOP TEN PROJECT 
 

ENTRY COVER SHEET 
 

School Name:  School UIL Classification:

 Cypress Ranch High School  5A

School Address:  Size of Community:

10700 Fry Road   57,000

City/State:  Zip:

Cypress, TX  77433

School Phone:  School Fax:

(281) 373‐2300  281‐213‐1980 

Advisor Name:  Advisor E‐Mail:

 Jill English  jill.english@cfisd.net

Principal Name:  Principal Signature:

Robert Hull 

Project Name:  Project Dates:

Cypress Ranch High School Anti‐Bully Lip Dub            March 8, 2012

Total Number of Students in Council:  Number of Members Involved in Project: 

75  ~65

Total Number of Students Enrolled in School:  Number of Other Students Involved in Project:

3375  ~550

Total Number of Faculty Involved in Project:  Number of Community Members Involved in Project:

5  25

Number of Community Members Involved in Project: 

# of Groups: 23 (Such as parents, church groups, clubs or organizations) 

# of People: ~600 

 

NOTE: PLEASE ATTACH THIS COVER SHEET TO THE TOP TEN ENTRY. 
 

Top Ten entries must be submitted to TASC by FEBRUARY 6, 2013 
 

TASC is encouraging electronic submission of forms. While we will continue to take the mailed form, you are encouraged 
to complete applications, print them out, get the required signatures or photos, scan them and email the form as one 
document. When you submit a form, please indicate in the E‐mail subject line and save the title of the document with 
the following information:   TOP TEN_School Name_ School City    and E‐mail to receptionist@tassp.org 

When E‐mailing, please request a read receipt.  Thanks for your cooperation! 

Please consider presenting a table talk on your project! 



2013 TOP TEN PROJECTS AWARD 
 

Each year, TASC recognizes the 10 most outstanding projects performed by local councils. Student councils may submit their best 
projects using the format outlined below. Submissions will be judged by a committee chaired by the TASC Parliamentarian school. 
This competition is open to all member schools (high school and middle level). 

 

ENTRY RULES FOR COMPETITION 
  1.  Entries must have the required coversheet provided (see attached). Electronic submissions are preferred. 
  2.  The entry should follow the format below, not exceeding two 8.5x11 pages, typed, one side only in addition to the cover 

sheet. 
  NAME of project 
  PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES (What were you trying to accomplish with the project?) 
  BRIEF DESCRIPTION of the activities 
  DESCRIPTION OF INVOLVEMENT with: 
    a)  student council members 
    b)  other students 
    c)  other organizations 
    d)  faculty 
    e)  community 
  3.  The entry must be accompanied by a signed evaluation by a least one teacher, administrator, or other staff member, other 

than the student council advisor. If E‐mailing entry, please scan evaluation page and include all in one document. 
  4.  The entry may include up to five photographs.  If photos are included, secure to separate sheet(s) and label.  Photo page(s) 

will not be included in the two page limit. If E‐mailing entry, please scan each page and include all in one document. 
  5.  Schools may submit only one Top Ten Project entry per year. 
  6.  All entries should be sent to the TASC office via E‐Mail or postmarked no later than February 6, 2013. 
  7.  Additional attachments are NOT accepted. 

 
JUDGING CRITERIA: 

  1.  How well does the project meet objectives? .............................................................................................. 0‐10 
  2.  Amount of involvement in preparation with: 
    a)  the council .............................................................................................................................................. 0‐10 
    b)  the student(s) ......................................................................................................................................... 0‐10 
    c)  other school organizations ...................................................................................................................... 0‐10 
    d)  teachers .................................................................................................................................................. 0‐10 
    e)  community .............................................................................................................................................. 0‐10 
  3.  Originality of project idea ............................................................................................................................ 0‐50 
  4.  Overall results and success from the standpoint of: 
    a) student body participation/reaction ....................................................................................................... 0‐10 
    b) faculty/community participation/reaction .............................................................................................. 0‐10 
  5.  Consideration of the circumstances of the project as it relates 
    to the size of the school and/or community. .............................................................................................. 0‐10 
  6.  Evaluation(s) received ................................................................................................................................. 0‐10 
 

    TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS   150 
 
 

SUBMIT TOP TEN ENTRIES TO TASC, 1833 SOUTH IH 35, AUSTIN TX 78741 
POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 6, 2013. Or emailed to receptionist@tassp.org 

   



2012 TASC TOP TEN PROJECT 
 

ENTRY COVER SHEET 
 

School Name:  School UIL Classification:

James E Taylor High School  5A

School Address:  Size of Community:

20700 Kingsland Blvd  14,000

City/State:  Zip:

Katy  77406

School Phone:  School Fax:

281‐237‐3100  281‐644‐1760

Advisor Name:  Advisor E‐Mail:

Missy Marvin  melissamarvin@katyisd.org

Principal Name:  Principal Signature:

David Kendler 

Project Name:  Project Dates:

Pajama Day  12/3‐12/7

Total Number of Students in Council:  Number of Members Involved in Project: 

100  100

Total Number of Students Enrolled in School:  Number of Other Students Involved in Project:

2850  1250

Total Number of Faculty Involved in Project:  Number of Community Members Involved in Project:

30  50

Number of Community Members Involved in Project: 

# of Groups: 4 (Such as parents, church groups, clubs or organizations) 

# of People: 1430 

 

NOTE: PLEASE ATTACH THIS COVER SHEET TO THE TOP TEN ENTRY. 
 

Top Ten entries must be submitted to TASC by FEBRUARY 6, 2013 
 

TASC is encouraging electronic submission of forms. While we will continue to take the mailed form, you are encouraged 
to complete applications, print them out, get the required signatures or photos, scan them and email the form as one 
document. When you submit a form, please indicate in the E‐mail subject line and save the title of the document with 
the following information:   TOP TEN_School Name_ School City    and E‐mail to receptionist@tassp.org 

When E‐mailing, please request a read receipt.  Thanks for your cooperation! 

Please consider presenting a table talk on your project! 
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Purpose and Objectives: 

This ongoing project educated Trailblazers about the importance of respecting others and motivated them 
to abstain from bullying.  
 
Description: 
Last year, 13 million American teenagers experienced the humiliating and devastating effects of bullying. 
Bullying can damage the physical, social, and emotional well-being of its victims. It also creates an 
environment of fear, callousness, and disrespect for everyone involved. Bullying is a fast growing issue 
that has now spread onto the internet, making it easier for teens to be targets of abuse through social 
media. This is known as cyber-bullying. When bullying is a highly active issue at schools, it may prevent 
victims from focusing in the classroom, and may even escalate to an extent where they feel unsafe at 
school, which makes their attendance rates decrease. At Americas High School, our Student Council 
strives to make our campus a safe and fun place to be by keeping students engaged in studies and other 
school activities. To ensure our mission, our Student Council devised a series of projects to make students 
and faculty aware that Trailblazers don’t bully! 
 
Our campaign against bullying kicked off in August, during National Bullying Awareness week. Our 
Student Council planned activities to take place every day of the week during lunch. We also made shirts 
for bullying awareness that read “Don’t Do It, Trailblazers Don’t Bully,” encouraging students to abstain 
from bullying, and sold them throughout this campaign.  Student Council also gave away 100 shirts to 
students to wear throughout the week and the rest of the semester.  
 
On Monday we had Karaoke. Our student council members invited a wide variety of students to 
participate. The target of this project was to boost up confidence and self-esteem in each of our 
participants and create a sense of harmony in the students who were spectators for this event. The 
atmosphere was filled with laughter and smiles from parties, contestants and bystanders, as some of the 
participants attempted to reach the high notes. Our council invited a local news channel to broadcast this 
event throughout the city and make all of our citizens aware of the importance of being bully-free. The 
broadcast included interviews by our students stating their stand on bullying. 
 
 On Tuesday, our student council offered face painting to the students. The face painting consisted of 
wearing a purple “NO H8” on their cheek for the duration of the day; this brought awareness into our 
campus and represented the fight against bullying. We also had random students create a chalk Wordel 
with words against bullying in the cafeteria’s bulletin board. This piece of art catches the eye of anyone 
walking by, reminding them that this is a bully-free school.  The bulletin board will stay up all year. 
 
Our next project for the week was “Hands of Bullying.” This project consisted of students pledging to 
abstain from bullying; they gave their word by signing their names onto a cut out purple hand. Once our 
council received all the pledges they were put into a mural which displays in our cafeteria, reminding 
students throughout the year about the commitment they made against bullying.  

TRAILBLAZERS DON’T 
BULLY 



 
Student Council worked hard behind the scenes in order to bring two out-of-town bands, who dedicated 
their music towards the victims of bullying, to play for our student body during lunch on the Thursday of 
our Bullying Awareness Week. The band involved the audience by asking them questions about bullying; 
testing their knowledge on the topic, those who answered correctly received a prize. This activity 
challenged the students to become educated on the issue. On this date, we also had our student council 
distribute stories of teenagers who had committed suicide due to bullying among our student body to wear 
around their neck during the morning. If the student was given a story to wear, he or she would have to 
remain silent until lunch, were they would read their story to the other students. Through this activity, 
students were able to step into the shoes of the victims and walk a day in the shadows that they are forced 
to walk every day. This project gave its participants a personal feel on what being bullied feels like, 
encouraging them not to engage in it.  We had a stage in the cafeteria during lunch and as each band took 
their breaks, students modeled their signs around their necks. 
 
Our final project for the week was to bring Power 102, a local radio station, to play live from our campus. 
Power 102 is known in our community as the most popular radio station for teenagers. Bringing them into 
our campus drew a big student and faculty crowd. They talked to our students about the dangers of 
bullying, and through their radio transmission they talked to the whole city about the initiative Americas 
High School was taking in the fight against bullying.  The DJs played games with the students in our 
courtyard during lunch.  We removed all the cafeteria tables from the cafeteria and placed tables and 
chairs outside so that all students would experience the games and atmosphere drawing the student body 
together as one. 
 
The anti-bullying campaign did not stop there.  Student Council continues to make announcements every 
week to remind students that we do not bully.  Student Council made large posters to hang all over the 
school and these posters still proudly hang today. Other clubs and organizations have joined the fight to 
stop bullying as well by placing posters up all over the school monthly to say, “Stop the bullying.”  There 
is a district curriculum that our teachers must now follow every Friday during our Fabulous Friday, Anti-
Bully Class. 
 
Through these series of projects, our Student Council boosted the school’s moral and overall atmosphere. 
It reminded students that Americas High School is a safe and fun place to be. We look forward to carrying 
this project on for classes to come, ensuring the safety and harmony of our campus. 
  



 

  

 

 

 

An out of town band was 
brought to our campus to 

perform during lunch and draw 
attention from the students. The 

dangers of bullying were 
advocated through their music. 

These students wore stories about bullying around their 
necks throughout the day. They were asked to remain 

silent until it was time to read their stories during 
lunch. By being restricted from talking, these students 
gained personal experience on what it feels like to live 

in a shadow. 

Our Student Council offered face painting during 
lunch. The phrase, “No H8” was written on the 

student’s cheek. By doing this we were able to promote 
throughout the school the fight we were taking against 

bullying. 

Students who pledged to not bully wrote their 
names on a purple hand. All of the hands were 

placed on the official “Anti-Bullying Wall” 
located in the cafeteria.  

An out of town band was brought into our campus to 
perform during lunch and draw attention from the 

students, and then advocate to them about the dangers 
of bullying. 

The official “Blazer Pledge to Not Bully” 



 





	Panther	Family	Appreciation	
 

Our Panther fight song states “One team and one goal, battle hard and fight for us.” For 

us this means stepping up to the plate for anyone who needs help. The purpose of our project 

was to help those that have helped us the most, our hard working custodians by giving them 

and their families Winter Baskets filled with groceries and treats for the holidays. The Panther 

Family Appreciation project was planned at the Student Council monthly meeting held on 

December 12, 2012. 

The objective for our project was to get as many organizations as possible to come 

together as one for our goal. To make us more of a family and to learn that during the winter 

holidays it is better to give than to receive. This project strengthened the bond within the 

panther family, because of the organizations at Austin High School worked together to food. “A 

simple donation that became my gift, a gift I will cherish for life” said Alberto Sanchez, our head 

custodian.  

We received several donations and a diversity of canned food, non perishable items, 

and toiletry items like: corn, sugar, bottled waters, Ramen Noodles, shampoo, soap, Avon 

products, and many other things. Every club/organization was in charge of delivering the 

donated items up to the Student Activities Room where we collected and packaged everything.  

The clubs that were involved with our project were, Band, Boys Basketball Team, 

Business Professionals of America, Cheer, Choir, Dance, Girls Basketball Team, History Club, 

Mathletes, R.O.T.C, Skills U.S.A, and the Volleyball Team. We also received donations from the 



military parents of Austin High School and from our R.O.T.C First Sergeant’s Church; Destiny 

Family Christian Center. Austin High School’s teachers and administration helped by collecting 

money and purchasing a turkey for each holiday basket. 

On December 20, 2012, we had an assembly where the baskets were presented to our 

school custodians. Most clubs joined us for the event. This was the first time that Austin High 

School has seen this type of involvement with the school. R.O.T.C helped carry the baskets out 

of the school and into the custodians’ vehicles. The Panther Family was united as one, by giving 

a needy hand; our goal was accomplished which resulted in a much closer and united family. 

This was an eye opener to many that “to give is better than to receive.” 
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2012 TASC TOP TEN PROJECT 
 

ENTRY COVER SHEET 
 

School Name:  School UIL Classification:

Carroll High School  5A

School Address:  Size of Community:

800 N White Chapel Blvd  27,000

City/State:  Zip:

Southlake, TX  76092

School Phone:  School Fax:

(817) 949‐5600  (817) 949‐5656

Advisor Name:  Advisor E‐Mail:

Brandi Hunt  Brandi.hunt@southlakecarroll.edu 

Principal Name:  Principal Signature:

PJ Giamanco 

Project Name:  Project Dates:

Once Upon a Dragon…  Aug 2012‐Feb 2013

Total Number of Students in Council:  Number of Members Involved in Project: 

100  75

Total Number of Students Enrolled in School:  Number of Other Students Involved in Project:

1,200  200

Total Number of Faculty Involved in Project:  Number of Community Members Involved in Project:

120  30

Number of Community Members Involved in Project: 

# of Groups: 3:  Parents, Daycare staff and students, PALS (Such as parents, church groups, clubs or organizations) 

# of People: 30 

 

NOTE: PLEASE ATTACH THIS COVER SHEET TO THE TOP TEN ENTRY. 
 

Top Ten entries must be submitted to TASC by FEBRUARY 6, 2013 

TASC is encouraging electronic submission of forms. While we will continue to take the mailed form, you are 
encouraged to complete applications, print them out, get the required signatures or photos, scan them and email 
the form as one document. When you submit a form, please indicate in the E‐mail subject line and save the title of 
the document with the following information:   TOP TEN_School Name_ School City    and E‐mail to 
receptionist@tassp.org 

When E‐mailing, please request a read receipt.  Thanks for your cooperation! 

Please consider presenting a table talk on your project! 



Carroll High School 

Top Ten Project Submittal 

Advisors: Brandi Hunt 

Brandi.hunt@southlakecarroll.edu 

Once Upon a Dragon… 

Purpose and Objective: 

The purpose of “Once Upon a Dragon…” is to engage students into reading more frequently and discovering the joy of 
reading. Increased reading has been linked with higher levels of excellence, especially in subject tests like the SAT and 
ACT. By encouraging reading, students will gain knowledge through vocabulary and writing structure which may help 
them in the long run. Reading has often been pushed into the backseat of academics while it should be a priority in 
fostering excellence. 

Brief Description: 

An effort to allow students the opportunity to find joy in reading while also learning. We noticed that reading has more or 
less decreased over the years. We acknowledged this trend and built the project around it. Through many projects and 
events, Carroll High School has encouraged reading, not only in the school, but in the community also. “Once Upon a 
Dragon…” has astoundingly increased the amount of reading far beyond the expectations. Already, as a combined school, 
students have read a total of over 3000 books!  

Description of Involvement: 

StuCo Members: 

With “Once Upon a Dragon…”, the Student Council has been immersed in the atmosphere of books as well as 
participating in the competition itself. Throughout the year the student council has been required to upkeep the needs of 
the project. Student council was asked to participate in expanding the project to the community by stepping out of the 
normal confines of school by reading to kids at a child care center.  

Other Students: 

The creation of “Once Upon a Dragon…” has engaged every student at Carroll High School. Reading has never really been 
a focus of students’ lives, and through this project, reading has come a little closer to students everyday lives. With the 
Books in the Hallway projects, students were given an incentive to read, and far exceeded the expected results. We 
believe that after the closing of this project, students will be more inclined to read in their own personal time. In an effort 
to encourage students to read, the Student Council and English Department gathered a list of books that the teachers 
would appreciate being donated to add to the classroom librarys so students would have a bigger variety to read from. 
The response from parents and the community was amazing as the amount of books donated was far greater than the 
expected. Another one of the tasks we took on to do so is that we designed and created bookmarks to pass out to the 
teachers and students. Enabling the students and teachers with the resources to read these books leaves a solid 
foundation to learn. Reading is the basis of knowledge and giving students the tools to act upon that is one of the greatest 
feelings. Nothing can bring a greater joy than seeing your fellow peers enjoying a great book and using the bookmarks we 
passed out. Influencing our students in a positive matter is the Student Councils obligation, and these bookmarks enabled 
our student council to do so. 

 



Other Organizations: 

Throughout the course of the project, many activities that were accomplished included the involvement of other 
organizations. From the Carroll Senior High School, the PALS program assisted the Student Council in reading to younger 
students in other parts of the community. Also, the English Department has taken a big role in inspiring competition 
between their classes to see which class could read the most books.  

Faculty: 

Teachers have not been forgotten in this project! In our main activity, Books in the Hallway, teachers also have been 
asked to read and share the books they’ve read in the hallway. As this is a reading project, the English department has 
been most involved. The teachers have allotted a 20 minute time period solely for reading and writing. By doing so, 
students can learn that reading isn’t too bad after all. The effects of this time are amazing, as students find themselves 
reading when they normally would not and often continue the book they started reading at school, at home! As part of 
our top ten project we wanted to give an opportunity to read without requiring kids to have to go out and spend money. 
We decided that donating books would be a perfect opportunity for what we wanted. So as a class we contacted our 
administration including the teachers, principle, vice‐principles, secretary, councilors and more. We asked them what 
their favorite Children's book was and why. Many responded to us with different books they enjoyed. Taking these 
recommendations, we purchased the books that were suggested to us. When receiving all the books we had to decide 
where the books we bought should be donated to. Together the members of our class decided the most suitable home 
for the selective books would be the Cooks Children's Hospital in Fort Worth. They needed them the most because many 
of the kids there are facing life threatening sicknesses and/or other very serious heath issues. Also many of them may be 
living there and we would imagine how possibly boring or lonely that may be. So we as Southlake Student Council are 
hoping that the books we picked out and donated, help them get through their difficult time and make it at least a bit 
more enjoyable and hopefully help the time pass quicker for them. 

Community: 

Southlake as a whole has experienced the efforts of Student council to encourage reading. We knew that reaching our 
own schools wouldn’t be a problem, and often, the community was left out of the experience. Because of this, we decided 
to center and build our activities around the community. As a part of our Top Ten project this year, we worked to improve 
students' literature test scores and promote our students to read. One of our student council members wrote and 
published a children's book this past year. The author, Brittany Tew, used this opportunity as a way to contribute to our 
community. In August, Brittany read and discussed her book with all of the teachers in the Carroll district. Also in October, 
she spoke at schools and community events about her book and encouraged reading. In this past year, she has also read 
her book to elementary classes, and have inspired many young students to want to read. Brittany has spoken at many 
events this year, which have really encouraged our community to continue reading. The student Council also decided to 
use Halloween as an opportunity to encourage reading. Going to the Godard school was one of the most meaningful 
service projects we did as a student council this year. When we volunteered it was Halloween, so we helped out with their 
Halloween games, read them seasonal books, and donated all of the books to the school. Ages of the kids we read to 
ranged from little infants, to the older preschool kids. As a STUCO we saw how important reading is for the children of our 
communities. We saw how the tales we read captured their imagination. It was a very moving experience for us as the 
storytellers because we got to see the kids faces light up when the characters did something they thought was inspiring. 
We also got to watch firsthand how our push for more reading influenced the younger generation which was really eye 
opening.  

   



 

  

Top: Our Books in the hallway project. There’s only so many books 
that can fit in a picture! At the moment, students have read more 
than 3000 books! The Student Council posts all the books in the 
hallway to display the progress of the project to others. Due to fire 
restrictions, we cannot post within 18 inches from the ceiling. 

Left: A Student Council Member, Tiffany Stringer, reading a children’s 
book to the kids at the Goddard School. 

Right top: The class of kids that the Student Council and PALS read to 
during Halloween to encourage reading. 

Right Bottom: The collection of donated books for our book drive. 
These books were distributed among the English teachers to give 
students books that they would like to read. 



This year, Student Council supported a reading initiative through the English Department.  The idea is pretty simple – 
how do we encourage students to read more with the limited budget we have available.  Stu‐Co created a “Book 
Tree” in the same concept as an “Angel Tree” that happens every year at Christmas.  Each English teacher donated 
50 “ornaments” that Stu‐Co hung on two Christmas trees and posted one outside the library and one in the English 
hallway where parents could adopt a class by picking up whatever slips they wanted.  This one initiative created 
libraries of dozens of books for every English teacher to have in their classrooms.  Now that we were building quality 
libraries, we needed ways to encourage students to pick them up.  Stu‐Co spent hours cutting out some 6000 book 
die‐cuts and making these available to the English teachers.  When students read a book on their own, something 
for their own enjoyment, English teachers made these available to their students then submitted them back to Stu‐
Co.  Stu‐Co then posted these along the walls in the English hallway.  This provided students with a sense of pride in 
their own involvement as well as an immediately ready reading list they could peruse on their way to English.  These 
two endeavors have directly contributed to increased student reading on other works involved in the curriculum and 
is impacting our test scores as well. 

 

Shane Bybee, M. Ed. 
English I & II PAP/GT 
Carroll High School 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



• Carroll High School • 
800 White Chapel Blvd. ~ Southlake, Texas 76092 ~ 817-949-5600 ~ Fax 817-949-5656  

P.J. Giamanco Principal   Valerie Benitez AP    Edward Maneikis AP 

 
January 22, 2013  

To Whom It May Concern:  
 
It is my great pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for the Carroll High School Student Council as an 
outstanding team of students serving the community of Carroll High School. I have had the privilege of working with 
this council as their principal for this current school year. During this period, I have quickly realized that they had a 
leadership skill set clearly aligned with the requirements of serving an exemplary school and community. I believe 
their leadership skills have quickly came to the forefront and been noticed and appreciated by students and staff alike. 
They are highly organized, intense, and goal-focused. They have demonstrated on an ongoing basis that they can 
handle a varied and demanding workload while accepting nothing less than the best in terms of service for our 
students and staff.  
This council holds very high standards for themselves and accepts nothing less than excellence in their daily work. So 
far this year, they have welcomed the freshman to Carroll High School and showed them around at our Fish Camp 
and also hosted “Howdy Week,” as an entertaining way to start off the school year. On September 19th, they babysat 
our teachers' children during our Curriculum Night and assisted our counselors by passing out schedules and 
answering parents' questions. In order to get people excited for homecoming, they held Homecoming Dress-Up Week 
and sold tickets for Homecoming during all lunches. This group has given our Janitors a Thanksgiving dinner and 
provided a luncheon for our Veterans we hosted on Veterans Day. Before our final exams, they hosted a “Holiday Hat 
Day” and “Holiday Tacky Sweater Day.” They did this to promote school spirit during final exams. Each month, they 
deliver a birthday bundt cake to staff member who has a birthday. In addition, they made a Facebook Page to unify 
our two high school student councils in district and bring them together with better communication resources. Every 
day, they host our campus announcements with a joy and spirit of excitement. They have backed their high 
expectations with a great work ethic at all times.  
This council’s skills are many, however, their general intelligence, written and verbal communication skills, 
adaptability, problem solving ability as shown through creative and innovative ideas, and their ability to focus on a 
goal until completed are standout qualities. In addition to the aforementioned, their organized manner allows them to 
handle many high level projects at one time, and yet complete those projects at the highest levels of accuracy. They 
are tremendous learners seeking out new opportunities and use that newly acquired information to take everything 
they do to the next level.  
While I am sure that you will have many qualified councils for this year, given the opportunity, I can assure you 
Carroll High School’s Student Council has exceeded everyone’s expectations and receive the highest praise from our 
community in a very short time.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
P.J. Giamanco  
Principal  
Carroll High School 



 

  



Triumph over Tragedy 

 

Purpose & Objective: In light of the many tragedies that occurred throughout our 2012‐2013 school year, our Student 
Council wanted to unite the school and help others rise above their grief.  Our goal was to inspire and comfort other 
students all while using our tragedy to make a true difference in our community and beyond. 

  

Brief Description: As a student council, it has always been our goal to unify the student body. However, with the 
tragedies that our school faced this year, we knew it was more important than ever. Through various projects our 
council worked to honor those who passed, help bring strength to the students affected by tragedy, and unify our 
school and community into one “Carroll Dragon Family”. 

 Description of Involvement: 

 a.) Student Council Members 

 As our school dealt with the deaths of five of our own classmates, Student council not only witnessed these losses, 
but often dealt with them directly. Many of our members were close personal friends with the students who passed 
and as they grieved they were able to help our council honor their friends and provide support for the rest of the 
campus. As a council we revived a memorial garden that had been untouched and unattended to for over five years. 
We planted flowers, ordered benches and plaques, and provided the school a place where they could honor and 
grieve the loss of their classmates. Each student that passed had a color that represented who they were and we as a 
student council adopted those colors into our own temporary school colors. We decorated the school with ribbons 
and organized days where students all over the school would wear a certain color as a way to remember and honor 
those we lost. 

 b.) Other Students 

 StuCo students and leaders have created an example of a loving and caring student body that has been emulated by 
the student body of Carroll Senior High School. A very competitive atmosphere filled with never ending extra‐
curriculars atop a rigorous course plan characterizes Carroll Senior High School, and with that, the atmosphere here is 
very face‐paced and rarely is there coordination among students of different organizations. That all changed when 
tragedy hit and the students of Carroll became more than just members of individual clubs, but rather a collective 
group of peers who could lean on one another. With the influence of the many projects created by our student 
council, we became a family. We acted fast after the first strike of tragedy when we lost one of our own, Drew 
Ducatelli, to a fight with cancer. We quickly organized a dress up day for the entire school to wear his favorite color, 
blue, and had everyone pose for a picture, which we gave to his family. We then decided to honor him by raising 
awareness and money for the sickness that took him by bringing Pennies for Patients to our school. Students all over 
the school brought in money to honor Drew and all proceeds went to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. We 
raised over seven‐hundred dollars in his name. When we lost one of our own to a plane crash, one to suicide, and two 
to a drug overdose, Student Council increased and continued their efforts in the student body. We organized dress up 
days for each student and ordered benches, trellises, and plaques for our memorial garden to honor those who 
passed. Students helped our council as we hung up ribbons of honor for each in student we lost in our school. Our 
Student body embraced our efforts and flocked to sign benches, make t‐shirts and participate in every dress up day 
and event. The overall environment of the student body transformed completely as we struggled and triumphed 
together. 

C. Other Organizations 

 We have been fortunate enough as a Student Council to have some amazing clubs and organization work side by side 
with us as we strive to make a difference for our students and our community. One organization that we are 
particularly proud of is the Executive Council; which was founded by our student council and consists of the 
Presidents of all clubs and organizations as well as varsity sports captains. The goal of this organization is to provide 



an open forum to allow ideas to be discussed and critiqued. When we lost two great boys to drug use, every 
organization in our school wanted to make a difference. The Executive Council has had a hand in helping Student 
Council finalize a speaker for our Drug Awareness assembly by providing connections that their clubs and 
organizations may have as well as helping Student Council promote our dress up days, pennies for patients drive and 
other projects to the members of their clubs. Students have approached the Executive Council to pitch ideas, such as 
a peer mediation group to help students that were affected by all of loss that our campus has suffered this year. With 
the help of both Student and Executive Council this idea, as well as many more, turned into a successful campaign 
that has helped our students. We have also worked with our PTSO and Swim Team who have both been very active in 
supporting our Memorial Garden that we have set up for our fallen students. The PTSO has approached our Council to 
donate a bench in the name of one of our parents who was extremely involved in our community and in our school 
district. The Swim team has also supported our Memorial Garden by providing us with trellises that were signed by 
students and put in the garden to remember our students. While Student Council is a great organization, there is no 
way that we could have the type of impact on our school and our community without the support of other clubs and 
organizations. Working hand in hand with other student led groups that share the same interests and the same drive 
to help our students cope with these tragic events has made our Council even more productive in this task. 

  

d.) Faculty 

 While the students grieved over the loss of classmates, teachers and faculty were on hand at all times to help hurt 
students battle the unimaginable loss. With encouraging influences, the teachers and administration have followed 
the lead of the student leaders and student body by being a positive support system. After each loss, the teachers and 
counselors were on hand at all times for any student that needed to talk. Along with having encouraging words, the 
teachers wore the symbolic colors of each student and were heavily involved in the Student Council’s projects. During 
the Pennies for Patients, the teachers had a class competition to see who could raise the most money. The Student 
Council put jars in each classroom along with a flier that included our purpose for the project. Teachers were very 
anxious to show support for their students who passed and successfully raised over seven‐hundred dollars combined. 
One teacher in particular, Mr. Tubbs, was so inspired by the message Student Council was sending and raised over 
four‐hundred dollars alone. The Student Council members are also currently planning a drug awareness assembly for 
the student body and the faculty has gotten involved as well.  Our campus resource officer, Officer Fitzgerald, and 
principal, Mr. Shawn Duhon, have been an immense help on our assembly planning and have given the Student 
Council references and motivational speakers that we will be bringing in. This year our faculty has gone above and 
beyond their normal teaching duties, and with the help of projects brought on by student council, our faculty has 
helped to make an impact on our school and community. 

  

e.) Community 

The efforts of our Council reached into and beyond our community. Our first effort that truly reached into our 
community was the vigil that we organized for Paula and Mason Ledet who passed away in the plane crash. The Ledet 
boys passed the Saturday before our Homecoming this year so we planned a candle light vigil to be held after our 
annual homecoming carnival and pep rally. The entire community wanted to help in our effort to honor these boys. 
We had church leaders, family members, friends and teachers from the community come in to volunteer and speak. 
Parents, students, and teachers, anyone and everyone came and helped pass out candles and bulletins. The town of 
Southlake came together for a time of remembrance and healing. The efforts of our dress up days inspired people 
and schools from surrounding communities and even major universities such as Texas A&M, University of Texas, 
Texas Tech and Auburn University to have their own dress up days and send pictures to us in our time of need. When 
we lost two boys to drug use, our community wanted to help Student Council in our efforts to spread awareness. Our 
local S.P.A.R.K. association began meeting with student council and parents and students of the community were able 
to have open discussion about ways we can prevent further loss. We also decided as a council to open up our garden 
to members of the community who we have lost. In Southlake we have won many championships, won many 
scholarly honors and we are typically known for being a group of well off kids without much regard for the real world. 
But the truth about Southlake is that we are a community who has faced much loss, but with the influence of student 
council and the will of our great students, teachers and parents, we have been able to triumph over our tragedy and 
come out as a family. 
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Cunningham Middle School

Corpus Christi lndependent School Distrid
4321 Prescott Street, Corpus Christi, Texas 78416

Office: (361)878-4630 Faxr (361)878-1838

Ms. Elizabeth Pere2, Principal
elizabeth.perez@ccisd.us

As a new principal ai Cunningham Middle School, a low socio-economic school, one of my missions was

to develop a student council that would build leadership in our students, as well as to provide our

students with great opportunities to be of service to a community that is in desperate need. Having

been the administrator in charge of the carroll High School Student council, I was amazed and

impressed with the students and the qualities they possessed. They were truly leaders on campus that

not only did great things to improve the school but more impressive things to improve the entire

community as a whole. Once arriving at Cunningham, was informed that we did not have a student

council in place. lthen called on Carroll and its student council to ask for their assistance to start this

organization here on campus,

Carroll's student came immediate y and began the steps to help our program get started. Our students

were so impressed and so enthused about what a student council had to offer. We not only created a

student council but were able to hold an election and begin our community service work, at times in

partnership with Carroll's student council.

Our school has flourished due in great part to the wonderful support the Carroll students gave us. Our

students are stepping up as leaders of this campus. They regularly do appreciation activities for our

teachers. They regularly do cleanups of our campus and our neighborhood. I would have to say the one
greatest accomplishment thus far, is the adoption of a community adult center. Our students have gone

to the adult center to celebrate the holidays with them. Our students are presently raising money to
purchase needed items for the adult center. We have planned a Valentines celebration with the adult

center, along with future plans to help clean up the area around the center and help beautify the center

by planting a garden for them. Our student council has also participated in many other drives and

fundraisers to support other local organizations with their needs, for examplei toy drives during

Christmas, teddy bear drive for the students of Connecticut who suffered a great loss recently, and food

drives for the homeless.

I can't express enough my gratitude for Carroll's student council. I can't express enough the pride I am

seeing in the faces of my students as they are making strides to improving their community and their
school. Our students come from a difficult background and at times a crime ridden neighborhood and

to see them flourish as leaders and to take pride in their accomplishments is overwhelming. My

students just needed direction and guidance and Carroll's student council provided support and instilled

in my students that great things could happen when they unite together and make an effort. My

students are leaders now, they are confident now, but most importantly they are of great service to

others. These are qualities that they will take with them to high school and to college to help shape

their futures and allow them opportunities to be successful despite their upbringing, despite their
challenges and despite their economic status.

Elizabeth Perez, Principal
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CHRISTMAS AT LOYA 
 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE: This past Christmas season we received a $500 grant from the Meadow 
Foundation. As a council, we brainstormed ideas on who would benefit the most from the grant, and how we 
could really make an impact on our community. We decided to team up with the Loya Primary and give the 
students in most need a memorable Christmas.  Loya Primary is the foundation of our educational program for 
San Elizario Independent School District.   

 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION:   The event was held at Loya Primary and started off with a dance performed by 

student council members.  During the event we provided various activities for the children to participate in.  In 
order to have an organized event, we divided the students into two groups.  One group went through the stations 
while the second group participated in a game of Santa Says that was lead by Mrs. Claus.   

 At the stations we had activities such as: coloring pages, an opportunity to make your own reindeer or 
snowman and games such as: pin the nose on Rudolph, and present ball toss. All students received snacks, a 
cupcake and a juice, and had opportunities to win prizes. At the end, Santa Claus arrived at the event with 
reindeer ears for all the students. The students were excited not only to do everything we had to offer but for a 
chance to take a picture with Santa and tell him their Christmas wishes.  

 
INVOLVEMENT: 

 STUDENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Our student council members used the month prior to the event to 
plan and gather all items. The arts and craft items were all made and prepackage for quick and 
easy use at the event. All games were also made by the council. Members put together and 
rehearsed a dance prior to the event.  On the day of the event, we arrived an hour earlier to the 
cafeteria at Loya and set up the stations and to decorate the area. Throughout the event there 
were members at each station to interact, help, and monitor the students. We had two members 
dress up, one like Mrs. Claus and the other as a Christmas tree. At the end of the event members 
wished everyone a safe and happy Christmas before cleaning up the area. 

 STUDENT ADVISOR AND FACULTY: Our advisor and faculty members assisted with the preparation 
of the event. They helped prepackage the arts and crafts, helped buy the cupcakes and with the 
setting up of the cafeteria. 

 LOYA PRIMARY SOCIAL WORKER: Ms. Graves, along with Loya teachers, selected the students 
based on need. We were then provided with a list of students. On the day of the event Ms. 
Graves helped gather the students and provided us with an area to host the event, which was the 
cafeteria. 

 PARENTS AND LOYA HALL MONITORS: Parents and hall monitors assisted us by supervising the 
students as they waited for their turns. They also assisted Santa Says by guiding the students and 
playing along with them.  

 SUPERINTENDENT: Ms. Hopp accepted our invitation to the event and joined in with the 
activities. She played with the children and joined in with Santa Says. 

 EX-STUDENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: A couple of our ex-student council members came and 
assisted with planning and running the event. While one was at the stations playing with the 
students, the other dress up as Santa Claus.  

 LOYA PRIMARY STUDENTS: Without the students this event would not have been possible. Not 
only did we touch their lives, but they also touched ours. Seeing them laughing and getting 
excited over what most of us overlook brought joy to everyone involved. Because of this we 
have decided to make this a tradition and our goal is to reach more students next year. 
 





CHRISTMAS AT LOYA 
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February 4,2013

To The Texas Association of Student Councils:

I am happy to write this letter on behalf of the John Marshall Student Council. I would take this
opportunity to extend my appreciation and pride in their organization of our annual Ram Rally
Picnic community event.

This community event is an opportunity for our student body, their parents and families, our
faculty and their families and our community to come together before the school year starts. Our
student athletic and extra-curricular organizations are introduced at a pep rally on our football
field; this is followed by a 'food fest' in our courtyard. Student Council is instrumental in
involving a majority of our student organizations, many faculty members, booster clubs and
many of our students' parents. Student Council works very hard to plan, organize and carry out
this event as well as to coordinate the efforts of its many participants.

Our Annual Ram Rally Picnic is a huge success each year, thanks to the efforts of our Student
Council. This group of respected young individuals can be depended upon to complete a quality
job anytime they are called on. As the John Marshall High School Principal, I take great
pleasure in working with these students.
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Ram Rally

The purpose of this project was to create a fun and inviting atmosphere for incoming students, current

students, parents, faculty and their children. We were trying to improve school spirit and show how working

as a school and community is beneficial.

The activities that took place included: a pep rally in which every organization was invited to be

introduced and "walk" the football field. The announcer explained each organization, how they benefit our

school and introduced the president and vice president of each organization. Each organization was applauded

as they made their way down the field. During the pep rally, parent and teacher volunteers set up the many

food and game booths while the students and other parents attended the pep rally. After the pep rally,

everyone then migrated to the booths to either help or visit each booth for food and games.

The Student Council members arrived at school a couple of hours before the event and set up the

tables or booths for each organization. As each organization arrived, we helped them find their booth and

made sure they were comfortable where they were placed. The student council then attended the pep rally

part and was announced along with other various organizations. Before everyone migrated over to the

booths, student council handed out flyers. Each flyer showed a map of all of the booths, what organization

was where, and what they were selling or providing. After the crowd of incoming people died out, the Student

Council made their way back to their own booth where they sold candy, school shirts and such. After the rally

was over, the Student Council stayed and put back all of the chairs and tables in the cafeteria. We also made

sure the campus was cleaned up so that the custodians did not have to worry about it.

In summary, the Student Council set up each booth area and cleaned up the areas after the rally. Other

students participated in the pep rally, helped at their own organizations booth or just enjoyed the activities.

Other organizations participated in walking the field, helped run their own booth or advertised their booth

while they walked around the rally. The faculty helped by running the booths for their organizations, or just

attending the event and supporting various organizations. The community attended the rally and supported

each organization by purchasing goods or participation in the games.

Overall, the Ram Rally was a great success. We were able to fundraise for each of our own

organizations all while creating a fun and inviting atmosphere for the school members and community.
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