Constitution 

of the 

South Texas Association of Student Councils

(Jr. High/Middle School, Senior High Schools)

District XVI

PREAMBLE

We, the members of the student councils of the Jr. High/Middle School, Senior High Schools of the South Texas District, in order to more effectively serve the schools of our district, to foster the finest relations among these schools, and to further the democratic principles upon which our American way of life is based, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

ARTICLE I.   NAME

The name of this organization shall be the South Texas District Association of Jr. High/Middle School, Senior High Schools Student Councils. The district will be designated as District XVI (16) of the Texas Association of Student Councils.

ARTICLE II.   MEMBERSHIP

 Section 1

Any Jr. High/Middle School, Senior High School within the South Texas District may be a designated member of the Association upon payment of the annual fee set by the Texas Association of Student Councils (TASC). A state approved appointment of the annual fee will be returned to the district. Only current members of the Association are privileged to vote, hold office, nominate, and host conferences.

Section 2

The South Texas District (District 16) shall include all that part of Texas, which lies in five counties of Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, Willacy, and Zapata.

Section 3  
Only Member Schools that have paid will have their State Reports judged.

ARTICLE III.  OFFICERS

Section 1

The officers of the Association shall consist of a President (HS), a Vice-President (ML or HS), a Secretary (HS), a Public Relations Officer (HS), and a Parliamentarian (ML or HS). All shall be elected at the Spring Conference for a term of one year. The officers as a whole shall be referred to as the Executive Committee.

Section 2

Candidate schools for all offices must be paid members of the Association during the current school year and must have qualified for the Outstanding Student Council award for the current year.
Section 3

A candidate school must file a letter of intent signed by its respective principal, Student Council President, and sponsor/advisor to the Parliamentarian prior to the opening session of the Spring Conference.

Section 4

In the event that there is no candidate for a particular office, the Parliamentarian shall make the appropriate announcement and call for schools to file for that office prior to the opening session of the Spring Conference.  A letter of intent for the vacant office shall be submitted to the Parliamentarian (of the current year) within one week.  A special called meeting of the Executive Committee will be convened to address the vacancy.
Section 5 

No school may run for more than one office per school year.

Section 6

No officer school may seek re-election for the same office for the following year.

Section 7 

Nominees shall be designated by the name of the schools, not by individuals. Local schools elected to the office are free to choose the student they see fit to fill the office.

Section 8

Newly elected officer schools shall assume their duties at the close of the final Executive Committee meeting of the current year.

Section 9

Expenses of the officer schools in performing their duties shall be paid by the Association as determined by the Executive Committee after outstanding debts are met.
ARTICLE IV.  ELECTIONS

Section 1

The officer schools shall be elected at the Spring Conference to serve the following school year.

Section 2

During the Spring Conference, a portion of one of the General Assemblies will be set aside for campaigning. During this time, each candidate school shall be allowed five (5) minutes to be used for nominating, seconding, and any other campaigning, including speeches, rally, and skits.

Section 3

The host school shall establish guidelines regarding the number of posters and the places where they may be displayed.

Section 4

Officer schools may nominate and second a nomination if and only if the nominating person is not the representative of the officer school on the Executive Committee.

Section 5

Each paid member school shall be allowed four (4) votes by paper ballots. Officers shall be elected by a plurality vote certified by the Executive Committee.

Section 6

Host schools for both Fall and Spring Conferences will be the Vice-President and President schools respectfully.  Vice-President will host the Fall Conference and President will host the Spring Conference.

ARTICLE V.  MEETINGS

Section 1

The Association shall meet a minimum two (2) times during the school year as district conference, once in the fall and once in the spring. The specific times and dates are to be recommended by the host schools and approved by a simple majority of the Executive Committee.

Section 2

Deadline for payment of said conference registration fees and amount thereof shall be set by the host school for each conference and such payment shall be due on the day of the conference.

Section 3

The President of the Association shall have the power to call extra meetings of the Association with the majority approval of the District Coordinator (Coordinator, Co-Coordinator, and Past Coordinator).

Section 4

All students attending the conferences must be accompanied by their respective Council Advisor(s).  No event should be held without the respective Council Advisor(s).
Section 5
All Officer Schools are required to attend all meetings, including Executive Committee Meetings. In, and only in, an extreme circumstance, an Officer can miss no more than two (2) meetings provided that they call in advance and send a substitute who is adequately prepared to do their job.

Section 6
The President School site shall be the location for all General and Executive Committee Meetings.

Section 7
The District shall hold two (2) General meetings each semester.  The first General meeting shall be held during September and the second General meeting shall be held after the conference.  Prior to the Fall and Spring Conferences, there will be an Executive Committee the Thursday before the conference at the Host School’s site.
Section 8

Executive Committee meetings will be attended by the District Officers (and their respective Council Advisors) and the District Coordinators (Coordinator, Co-Coordinator, and Past Coordinator).

ARTICLE VI.  SPONSORS/ADVISORS
Section 1

Council sponsors/advisors in attendance at each Conference shall hold one business meeting during the Conference.

Section 2

The Council Advisors of the member schools of the Association shall elect annually at the Spring Conference:  two (2) District Co-Coordinators (one (1) middle school and one (1) high school) and select one (1) secondary principal.  The Principal of the President School (HS) shall be deemed Honorary District Principal for the President School’s elected term of office.
At the first election, District Co-Coordinator shall be elected to serve for a period of one year.  Thereafter, District Co-Coordinators shall be elected to serve two years. The District Co-Coordinators shall serve their first year in the Co-Coordinator capacity and then the preceding year will serve as District Coordinator.  Following the completion of their two year term, the District Coordinator shall serve for one year as Past District Coordinator.  The Honorary Principal shall serve one year.
In the event of vacancy of both Student Council Coordinators, the Executive Committee shall appoint a temporary Chairman Coordinator to serve until the next regular meeting of the Council Advisors.

Section 3

The District Coordinator, Co-Coordinator, and Past Coordinator shall work with the student officers in making arrangements for district meetings, in maintaining records of the Association activities, and other duties for the advancement of the Student Council movement.
Section 4

Expenses of the District Coordinator, Co-Coordinator and Past Coordinator in performing their duties shall be paid by the Association as determined by the Executive Committee after outstanding debts are met.

ARTICLE VII.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1 

The Executive Committee shall be composed of the District Coordinator, District Co-Coordinator, Past District Coordinator and the Student Officers of the Association.

Section 2

The Executive Committee shall hold its final meeting following the Spring Conference during the month of May.  At the close of this meeting, all newly elected officers shall assume their duties.

.

Section 3

Two-thirds of the student members of the Executive Committee in attendance and one District Coordinator of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VIII.  AMENDMENTS

Section 1

Amendments may be proposed by any member of the Association and must be submitted in writing to the Parliamentarian of the Association at least three weeks before any regular meeting of the Association.

Section 2
Only the Parliamentarian shall send copies of proposed amendments to all member schools at least two weeks prior to the date of voting on the amendments. Proposed amendments received by the Parliamentarian before the deadline for any regular meeting of the Association must be voted on at the meeting and require a two-thirds majority of those in attendance for ratification.

ARTICLE IX. RATIFICATION

This Constitution shall be presented to the Association at the May 2018 General Meeting for Ratification. A two-thirds majority of the eligible voting members at this meeting shall be required for ratification. If ratified, the Constitution will become effective immediately.

ARTICLE X. IMPEACHMENT

Impeachment process will be left up to the discretion of the House of Delegates. Cause for impeachment may result by Officer or Coordinator not doing their job or not attending two (2) required meetings without sending a replacement. In the event of impeachment, the Vice-President school will temporarily assume their position until the next General District Meeting where a permanent substitute will take the place of the impeached Officer and School.

By-Laws

Section 1

Duties of the Executive Committee of the Association will be:

1. To act as final board of arbitration on all disputed matters.

2. To approve Conference plans.

3. To oversee election procedures.
4. To comply with the State Regulations regarding all State project competitions.

5. To approve budget.

Section 2

Duties of the President of the Association (HIGH SCHOOL ONLY) will be:

1. To preside at all business meetings of the Association.
2. To appoint committees.
3. To vote only in case of a tie at Executive Committee meetings.
4. To call special meetings of the Association.
5. To make arrangements for and preside at the meetings of the Executive Committee.
6. To perform other duties as assigned by the District Association as well as the State Association.
7. Ensures TASC best practices are followed.
8. It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.
9. Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council).
10. To serve as Host for the Spring Conference stated in Section 10 of By-Laws.
Section 3

Duties of the Vice-President (MIDDLE LEVEL OR HIGH SCHOOL) will be:

1. To execute the duties of the President in case of the latter’s absence.

2. To submit proposed District projects to the Executive Committee.

3. To provide for notification of members of District project entries and announcements of District project winners.

4. To attend meetings of the Executive Committee.

5. To perform other duties as assigned by the Association.
6. It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.

7. Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council).
8. To assume all duties of all vacant officer positions until such vacancies are filled.

9. To serve as Host for the Fall Conference and help decide which TASC Consultant to hire to conduct the leadership training stated in Section 10 of By-Laws.

Section 4

Duties of the Secretary of the Association (HIGH SCHOOL ONLY) will be:

1. To keep a typed record of the business meetings of the Association.

2. To keep check roll at each meeting of the Association using an official list of the members.

3. To provide their successor with all the records of the business meetings of the Executive Committee.

4. To take care of all necessary correspondence.
5. To send a copy of the minutes of each Executive Committee meeting to the member schools.

6. To give a financial report at each business meeting.

7. To attend meetings of the Executive Committee.

8. To perform other duties as assigned by the Association.

9. It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.

10. Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council).
Section 5

Duties of the Parliamentarian of the Association (MIDDLE LEVEL OR HIGH SCHOOL) will be:

1. To ensure parliamentary procedure is followed according to Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.

2.       To conduct all elections of the Association.
3.       To announce to all member schools during the opening session of the Spring Conference the names of all candidate schools, certifying that each meets the qualifications for the office being sought.

4.       To receive proposed amendments and send copies to all member schools.

5.       To attend meetings of the Executive Committee.

6.       To perform other duties as assigned by the Association.

7.       It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.

8.       Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council).
Section 6
Duties of the Public Relations Officer (HIGH SCHOOL ONLY) of the Association will be:

1. To provide all district schools with a newsletter within two weeks following each Executive Committee meeting

2. To publish a district calendar of upcoming District and local school events and activities

3. To take and collect pictures of District and local school activities and events.

4. To keep a record of the year’s activities and events. May include pictures, newspaper articles, social media etc.

5. To send pictures and articles to State Association for the state Newsletter publications.

6. To attend meetings of the Executive Committee.

7. To perform other duties as assigned by the Association.
8. It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.

9. Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council)

Section 7
Duties of the Coordinator of the Association will be:

1. To preside at the regular meetings of the Council Advisors at each conference.

2. To work with the President in conjunction with the Executive Committee meetings.

3. To cooperate with host schools in planning and conducting Association Conferences.

4. In conjunction with the newly elected Co-Coordinator and Past Coordinator to cosign on the TASC District XVI checking account.
5. To maintain records of fees collected and received.

6. To require an itemized statement of authorized expenses before reimbursements are made.

7. To turn the Treasury and all financial records over to their successor.

8. To attend meetings of the Executive Committee.

9. To perform other duties as assigned by the Association.

10. It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.

11. Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council).
Section 8

Duties of the Co-Coordinator of the Association will be:

1. To attend meetings of the Executive Committee.

2. To work with the Coordinator in planning District events.

3. In conjunction with the Coordinator and Past Coordinator to cosign on the TASC District XVI checking account.

4. To perform other duties as assigned by the Association.

5. It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.

6. Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council).

Section 9

Duties of the Past Coordinator of the Association will be:

1. To serve in an advisory capacity to the Executive Committee.
2. In conjunction with the Coordinator and Co-Coordinator to cosign on the TASC District XVI checking account.

3. To perform other duties as assigned by the Association.

4. It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.

5. Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council).

Section 10
Duties of the Host school will be:

1. To recommend a date for the Conference to the Executive Committee.

2. To recommend an agenda for the Conference to the Executive Committee.

3. To organize activities within approved District budget and in consultation with the Executive Committee.

4. To ensure all member schools will be contacted by mail, email, fax, or phone one month prior to the Conference.

5. To perform other duties as assigned by the Association.

6. It is the duty of the Officers to fully understand their job description stated in these By-Laws.

7. Officer Schools have the duty to turn in at least one (1) State Report (Outstanding Student Council).
8. The Host School is responsible for collecting and recording registration fees from Schools attending the Conference. A receipt book will be provided to the Host School by the District XVI Coordinator. All registration fees, records, and receipts must be turned over to the District XVI Coordinator by the next General Meeting for permanent record.

Section 11
Each school shall select one (1) representative for a House of Delegates to meet with the Executive Committee prior to the start of each Conference.
Section 12
Duties of the House of Delegates will be:

1. To discuss Conference oriented problems with the Executive Committee at each District XVI Conference.

2. To help unite the District XVI Student Councils.

3. To disseminate information to each school.

Section 13

Ten percent of the member schools present shall constitute a quorum.

Section 14

The By-Laws may be amended by the majority of the Executive Committee.

Section 15

Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised shall be the standard parliamentary text of the Association and shall govern all cases not otherwise covered in the Constitution and By-Laws.

Revised for: 
October General Meeting 2018
Ratified: 
October 27, 2018 – Fall 2018
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